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The BPA is the largest professional organisation in Europe representing the parking industry. Member organisations represent the entire scope of the industry including Local Authorities, commercial operators, consultants, manufacturers, and suppliers.

Parking in and management of private car parks is largely unregulated. To introduce more challenging standards within this sector, the BPA implemented a draft Code of Practice for wheelclamping operators in 1999. This was formally published in 2006, and was followed in 2007 with a volume dedicated to ticketing operators. 

A review of the sector and in particular the accountabilities of DVLA by the then transport minister, resulted in the BPA achieving Accredited Trade Association status with DVLA, and BPA launching its Approved Operator Scheme (AOS) in October 2007. The AOS was originally designed as a vehicle to provide the opportunity for electronic access to the DVLA’s Vehicle Keepers’ details database. This quickly evolved into a tool for the BPA to ensure that AOS members operated to a higher standard within their sector of the industry.

When applying to join the scheme, applicants have to pass a stringent compliance audit and must sign a declaration that states that they will abide by the BPA’s Code of Practice for parking operators that manage car parks on private land. This compliance is ongoing and standards are continually being raised, thus AOS members are always being tested to ensure that they are operating to the highest standard.

UK Parking Control Ltd of Uxbridge is a member of the AOS and in providing all necessary information and documentation, has passed the stringent compliance tests that allow it membership of the scheme.
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